
ROUSSEAU'S	DOG:	TWO	GREAT	THINKERS
AT	WAR	IN	THE	AGE	OF	ENLIGHTENMENT
In	 1766	 philosopher,	 novelist,	 composer,	 and	 political	 provocateur	 Jean-Jacques
Rousseau	was	a	fugitive,	decried	by	his	enemies	as	a	dangerous	madman.	Meanwhile
David	Hume—now	 recognized	as	 the	 foremost	philosopher	 in	 the	English	 language—
was	 being	 universally	 lauded	 as	 a	 paragon	 of	 decency.	 And	 so	 Rousseau	 came	 to
England	with	his	beloved	dog,	Sultan,	and	willingly	took	refuge...
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Reader's	Opinions
It	should	be	stated	that	this	is	not	a	philosophical	text;	Rousseau's	Dog	is	almost	completely	historical	in
content	 and	 only	 mildly	 grazes	 upon	 some	 of	 the	 central	 tenets	 in	 both	 thinker's	 works.	 But	 this	 fact
shouldn't...

Not	philosophy.	Not	exactly	history.	Certainly	not	history	of	ideas	in	an	detailed	way.	More	like....biography
meets	200	year-old	journalism.	I	liked	it	mostly	because	it	showed	(a)	how	damn	nutty	these	philosophers
were,...
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