THE CULTURAL ANIMAL: HUMAN NATURE,
MEANING, AND SOCIAL LIFE

What makes us human? Why do people think, feel and act as they do? What is the
essence of human nature? What is the basic relationship between the individual and
society? These questions have fascinated both great thinkers and ordinary humans for
centuries. Now, at last, there is a solid basis for answering them, in the form of
accumulated efforts and studies by thousands of psychology researchers. We no longer
have to rely on navel-gazing and speculation...
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Wanted to like it

Baumeister is a perceptive psychologist (see his work on "Evil"). However, when he turns anthropologist -
and in particular evolutionary anthropologist - his perceptions fail him. Really, it is his terms of reference
that fail. "Culture", in normal parlance, denotes a sum of factors (customs, works of art, inventions,
technology, etc.)...
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