PALE FIRE

The urbane authority that Vladimir Nabokov brought to every word he ever wrote, and
the ironic amusement he cultivated in response to being uprooted and politically
exiled twice in his life, never found fuller expression than in Pale Fire published in 1962
after the...
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Peek Inside the Book

do what only a true artist can do ... pounce upon the forgotten butterfly of revelation Vladimir Nabokov,
Pale Fire //

The summer night was starless and stirless, with distant spasms of silent lightning. Vladimir Nabokov, Pale
Fire //

Reader's Opinions

Nabokov's Pale Fire is "what a composer of chess problems might term a king-in-the-corner waiter of the
solus rex type." Perhaps even moreso than Luzhin Defense, Pale Fire seems to me Nabokov's ultimate ode
to the king's game. A kind of post-modern salad of quirks and quizzes, the structure of the "novel" is a 999-
line poem of heroic...
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